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In linguistics, discourse refers to a unit of language longer than a single 

sentence. The word discourse is derived from the Latin prefix dis- meaning 

"away" and the root word currere meaning "to run". Discourse, therefore, 

translates to "run away" and refers to the way that conversations flow. To 

study discourse is to analyze the use of spoken or written language in a 

social context. Discourse studies look at the form and function of language 

in conversation beyond its small grammatical pieces such as phonemes and 

morphemes. This field of study, which Dutch linguist Teun van Dijk is largely 

responsible for developing, is interested in how larger units of language-

including lexemes, syntax, and context—contribute meaning to 

conversations. "Discourse in context may consist of only one or two words as 

in stop or no smoking. Alternatively, a piece of discourse can be hundreds of 

thousands of words in length, as some novels are. A typical piece of 

discourse is somewhere between these two extremes,22 "Discourse is the way 

in which language is used socially to convey broad historical meanings. It is 

language identified by the social conditions of its use, by who is using it and 

under what conditions. Language can never be 'neutral' because it bridges 

our personal and social worlds."23 

When we teach our students how to write a composition in a foreign 

language, we teach them how to structure their writing. To this end, we 

provide pictures, guiding questions, key words, sentence starters, and model 

paragraphs to help them feel at ease with the difficult task ahead. 

                                           
22

 Hinkel, Eli, and Sandra Fotos, editors. New Perspectives on Grammar Teaching in Second Language Classrooms. 

Lawrence Erlbaum, 2001. 
23

 .Henry, Frances, and Carol Tator. Discourses of Domination: Racial Bias in the Canadian English-Language Press. 

University of Toronto, 2002. 
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However, when it comes to dealing with speaking in a foreign language—in 

this case, English—we may not be totally aware that oral discourse requires 

structuring as well. The more our students speak English in class, the more 

chances they have to improve their performance in English, and as a result, 

they are expected to perform better in oral exams. However, all learners are 

different, and some may need more than just opportunities for speaking in 

English.  Some students benefit from learning strategies on how to structure 

oral discourse. Certain techniques help these students to gain confidence 

and get started in oral performance, basically because the techniques, as 

we will show, prevent the students from purposeless wandering when they 

have to give certain answers in oral interaction. Brown highlights the 

importance of developing strategic competence, one of the components 

of the communicative competence model supporting successful oral 

communication.24 

There are some most common strategies to use in the classroom to 

develop oral interaction between students, especially the second language 

learners: 

Discussions- This activity fosters critical thinking and quick decision 

making, and students learn how to express and justify themselves in polite 

ways while disagreeing with the others. For efficient group discussions, it is 

always better not to form large groups, because quiet students may avoid 

contributing in large groups. The group members can be either assigned by 

the teacher or the students may determine it by themselves, but groups 

should be rearranged in every discussion activity so that students can work 

with various people and learn to be open to different ideas. Lastly, in class or 

group discussions, whatever the aim is, the students should always be 

encouraged to ask questions, paraphrase ideas, express support, check for 

clarification, and so on. ―Discussion provides learners with opportunities to 

express their personality and experience through the foreign language.‖25 

Role plays-One other way of getting students to speak is role-playing. 

Students pretend they are in various social contexts and have a variety of 

social roles. In role-play activities, the teacher gives information to the 

learners such as who they are and what they think or feel. Thus, the teacher 

can tell the student that "You are David, you go to the doctor and tell him 

what happened last night, and…"26 

                                           
24

 Canale, M., and M. Swain. 1980. Theoretical bases of communicative approaches to second language teaching and 

testing. Applied Linguistics 1 (1): 1–47. 
25

 Littlewood, W. (1981). Communicative Language Teaching. Cambridge: Camridge University Press 
26

 Harmer, J. 1984. The Practice of English Language Teaching. London: Longman. 
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Simulations- Role plays and simulations have many advantages. First, 

since they are entertaining, they motivate the students. Second, as Harmer 

(1984) suggests, they increase the self-confidence of hesitant students, 

because in role play and simulation activities, they will have a different role 

and do not have to speak for themselves, which means they do not have to 

take the same responsibility 

Information gaps-In this activity, students are supposed to be working in 

pairs. One student will have the information that other partner does not 

have and the partners will share their information. Information gap activities 

serve many purposes such as solving a problem or collecting information. 

Brainstorming-In this activity, students are supposed to be working in 

pairs. One student will have the information that other partner does not 

have and the partners will share their information. Information gap activities 

serve many purposes such as solving a problem or collecting information. 

Story telling-Students can briefly summarize a tale or story they heard 

from somebody beforehand, or they may create their own stories to tell their 

classmates. Story telling fosters creative thinking. It also helps students 

express ideas in the format of beginning, development, and ending, 

including the characters and setting a story has to have. 

Interviews- Conducting interviews with people gives students a chance 

to practice their speaking ability not only in class but also outside and helps 

them becoming socialized. After interviews, each student can present his or 

her study to the class. Moreover, students can interview each other and 

"introduce" his or her partner to the class. Using  certain  technique  and  

interesting  topic  can stimulate  the  students  to  speak  English  fluently. 27 

Story completion-This is a very enjoyable, whole-class, free-speaking 

activity for which students sit in a circle. For this activity, a teacher starts to 

tell a story, but after a few sentences he or she stops narrating. Then, each 

student starts to narrate from the point where the previous one stopped. 

Each student is supposed to add from four to ten sentences. Students can 

add new characters, events, descriptions and so on. 

Picture narrating-This activity is based on several sequential pictures. 

Students are asked to tell the story taking place in the sequential pictures by 

paying attention to the criteria provided by the teacher as a rubric. Rubrics 

can include the vocabulary or structures they need to use while narrating. 

Picture describing -Another way to make use of pictures in a speaking 

activity is to give students just one picture and having them describe what it 

                                           
27

 Liao, G. (2009). Improvement of Speaking Ability through Interrelated Skills. English Language Teaching, 2(3), 11-
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is in the picture. For this activity students can form groups and each group is 

given a different picture. Students discuss the picture with their groups, then 

a spokesperson for each group describes the picture to the whole class. This 

activity fosters the creativity and imagination of the learners as well as their 

public speaking skills. 

In conclusion we can say teaching speaking is a very important part of 

second language learning. The ability to communicate in a second 

language clearly and efficiently contributes to the success of the learner in 

school and success later in every phase of life. Therefore, it is essential that 

language teachers pay great attention to teaching speaking. Rather than 

leading students to pure memorization, providing a rich environment where 

meaningful communication takes place is desired. With this aim, various 

speaking activities such as those listed above can contribute a great deal 

to students in developing basic interactive skills necessary for life. These 

activities make students more active in the learning process and at the 

same time make their learning more meaningful and fun for them. 

 

REFERENCES: 

 

1.Brown, H. D. 2001. Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to 

language pedagogy. 2nd ed. White Plains, NY: Addison Wesley Longman 

2.Canale, M., and M. Swain. 1980. Theoretical bases of communicative 

approaches to second language teaching and testing. Applied Linguistics 1 

(1): 1–47. 

3.Harmer, J. 1984. The Practice of English Language Teaching. London: 

Longman. 

4.Henry, Frances, and Carol Tator. Discourses of Domination: Racial Bias 

in the Canadian English-Language Press. University of Toronto, 2002. 

5.Hinkel, Eli, and Sandra Fotos, editors. New Perspectives on Grammar 

Teaching in Second Language Classrooms. Lawrence Erlbaum, 2001. 

6. Littlewood, W. (1981). Communicative Language Teaching. 

Cambridge: Camridge University Press 

7. Liao, G. (2009). Improvement of Speaking Ability through Interrelated 

Skills. English Language Teaching, 2(3), 11-14. 

8. Saidova, M. U. (2019). THE STRUCTURAL COMPOSITION OF THE 

LITERARY TERMS IN LITERARY DICTIONARY" LITERARY TERMS AND LITERARY 

THEORY" BY JA CUDDON. Международный академический вестник, (1), 

73-76. Https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?Id=36875142 

https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=36875142


 

INNOVATION IN THE MODERN EDUCATION SYSTEM 

 

 463 

9. Саидова, М. У. (2021). К. БОЛДИКНИНГ ―АДАБИЁТШУНОСЛИК 

ТЕРМИНЛАРИНИНГ ҚИСҚАЧА ИЗОҲЛИ ОКСФОРД ЛУҒАТИ‖ ДАГИ ЯСАМА 

АДАБИЁТШУНОСЛИК ТЕРМИНЛАРИ ТАҲЛИЛИ. МЕЖДУНАРОДНЫЙ 

ЖУРНАЛ ИСКУССТВО СЛОВА, 4(2) 

 Https://tadqiqot.uz/index.php/art/article/view/3240 

10. Umedilloevna, S. M. (2019). Lexical stylistic devices and literary terms 

of figurative language. International Journal of Recent Technology and 

Engineering, 8(3 Special Issue), 231 

233.https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?Id=41817547 

11. Umedilloevna, S. M. UDC: 1751 Lexicographic Analysis Of The 

Concise Oxford Dictionary Of Literary Terms By K. Boldik And Some Uzbek 

Literary Dictionaries. Scientific Reports Of Bukhara State University, 

115.https://buxdu.uz/media/jurnallar/ilmiy_axborot/ilmiy_axborot_5_son_202

0.pdf#page=117 

12. Саидова, М. (2021). THE CONCISE OXFORD DICTIONARY OF 

LITERARY TERMS. ЛУЕАТИДАГИ ДРАМА АДАБИЙ ТУРИГА ХОС 

ТЕРМИНЛАРИНИНГ МАЗМУНИЙ ТАДЛИЛИ//ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ 

(buxdu. Uz), 

8(8).https://journal.buxdu.uz/index.php/journals_buxdu/article/view/445 

13. Saidova, M. U. (2020). LEXICOGRAPHIC AND ETHYMOLOGICAL 

ANALYSIS OF THE CONCISE OXFORD DICTIONARY OF LITERARY TERMS 

BY.https://namdu.researchcommons.org/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?Article=2723

&context=journal 

14. Saidova, M. U. The problem of studying literary terms on figurative 

language.https://scholar.google.com/scholar?Hl=ru&as_sdt=0,5&cluster=92

19256601546054307 

15. Саидова, Мухайё. "Inglizcha poetik terminlarning o’zbek tilida 

berilishida shakl va mazmun munosabati." ЦЕНТР НАУЧНЫХ ПУБЛИКАЦИЙ 

(buxdu. Uz) 13.13 

(2022).https://journal.buxdu.uz/index.php/journals_buxdu/article/view/6

714 

16. Umidullayevna, Saidova Mukhayyo. "SEMANTIC ANALYSIS OF 

ENGLISH POETIC TERMS IN LITERARY DICTIONARIES." RESEARCH AND 

EDUCATION 1.1 (2022): 38- 

6.https://researchedu.org/index.php/re/article/view/682 

 

 

  

https://tadqiqot.uz/index.php/art/article/view/3240

