[ o o ° . .
. e . ¢ . THEORY AND ANALYTICAL ASPECTS OF RECENT RESEARCH
e . . International scientific-online conference
«, ¢« . o Part 20: DECEMBER 9t 2023
° ° :

" n THE GERMAN LANGUAGE AND ITS ROLE IN THE WORLD

. oL Alimkulova Hulkar Tolibovna
- . Jizzakh branch of the National University of Uzbekistan named after
. " . Mirzo Ulugbek, The faculty of psychology, The teacher at the department of
R Foreign languages.

Annotation: The German language, known for its rich literary heritage and
distinctive linguistic structure, plays a significant role in global affairs. As one of
" the world's major languages, it serves as a bridge between cultures and a key
player in international relations, business, and science.
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Historical Context: German's roots trace back to the Germanic branch of the
Indo-European language family. Over centuries, it evolved through various
stages—Old High German, Middle High German, and eventually Modern
German. The language's development was significantly influenced by historical
events such as the Holy Roman Empire and the unification of Germany in the
19th century.

Geographical Spread and Demographics: Primarily spoken in Germany,
Austria, and parts of Switzerland, German has approximately 95-100 million
native speakers, making it the most widely spoken native language in the
European Union. Beyond Europe, significant German-speaking communities
exist in the United States, Brazil, Argentina, and other parts of the world due to
historical migration.

German in Education and Academia: German is a key language in academia,
especially in the humanities and sciences. Germany's strong educational system
and its prominence in scientific research make German an important language
for scholars. Numerous works of philosophy, literature, and science are originally
in German, necessitating its study for academic rigor.

Economic Significance: Germany's robust economy, being the largest in
Europe and fourth largest by nominal GDP globally, positions the German
language as a valuable asset in business and trade. Proficiency in German opens
doors to opportunities in various sectors like automotive, engineering, and |
renewable energy.

Cultural Influence: German has made substantial contributions to.
literature, music, philosophy, and the arts. Figures like Goethe, Kafka, . .
Beethoven, and Kant have left indelible marks on their respective fields. The- .
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) .' o °German language serves as a vessel for understanding these cultural giants and
o ° .. their contributions.
e °. International Relations and Diplomacy: As a leading member of the

e *. 'ngopeah Union and a key global player, Germany's language carries weight in

,. ° . ’ diplomatic affairs. German is one of the working languages of the KEuropean

E - ‘Union and is increasingly used in international diplomacy and relations.

. . * Technological and Scientific Contributions: Germany's leadership in science

. "and technology further elevates the status of the German language. Pioneering
- " . researchin fields
' The History of the German Language. Origins and Early Development: The
history of the German language begins with its origins in the Germanic branch
of the Indo-European language family, around the 1st century BC. The earliest
form of German, known as "Proto-Germanic," evolved into various dialects as
Germanic tribes settled in different regions of Europe.

Old High German (750 — 1050 AD)

The period from 750 to 1050 AD marks the Old High German phase. This
era 1s characterized by the influence of the Christianization of the Germanic
tribes, where Latin played a significant role in the development of the German
lexicon. The most notable literary work from this period is the "Hildebrandslied."

Middle High German (1050 — 1350 AD)

Middle High German, prevalent from 1050 to 1350 AD, was marked by
significant dialectal diversity. This period saw the flourishing of medieval
German literature, with the Nibelungenlied being one of the most famous epic
poems of the time.

Early New High German (1350 — 1650)

The Early New High German period was a transition phase where
significant linguistic changes occurred. The invention of the printing press by
Johannes Gutenberg in 1440 played a crucial role in standardizing the German
language.

Standardization and Luther’s Influence

The 16th century brought a crucial turning point with Martin Luther's
translation of the Bible into a version of German that was understandable to a
broad audience. This translation is often credited with shaping the modern
German language, standardizing grammar and vocabulary.

18th and 19th Century Developments

The 18th and 19th centuries were pivotal in the development of modern
German. During this period, the language was influenced by the German. ° |,
Enlightenment and the Romantic movement. The Brothers Grimm not only _'
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° 'cqlleetqd folk tales but also began work on the monumental "Deutsches
° . ¢ Wé_ifte.rbu'ch," a comprehensive German dictionary.

*. °. <20th Century and Contemporary German
.t ) The 20th century saw two World Wars that affected the German language,
¢ with numerous words and phrases being borrowed from English and other

. ‘languages. In the latter half of the century, the division of Germany into East
and West led to some variations in language use, which mostly disappeared after
- 'reunification in 1990.
~ Dialects and Regional Variations

Throughout its history, German has developed a variety of dialects, with
significant differences observed between regions. These dialects are an essential
part of the cultural identity of different areas within German-speaking countries.

The German Language Today

Today, German is spoken by over 130 million people worldwide. It is an
official language in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg,
and parts of Belgium and Italy. The German language continues to evolve,
influenced by factors like globalization, migration, and technological
advancements.

Conclusion

The history of the German language is a tapestry of cultural, historical, and
social influences. From its early Germanic roots to its role as a major European
and world language today, German has continuously evolved, mirroring the
changes and developments in the regions where it i1s spoken. This rich historical
journey not only reflects the language's resilience and adaptability but also its
enduring significance in the world.
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