SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS AND TRENDS IN THE FIELD OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
International scientific online conference

POLSKA

=
[

THE FEATURES OF A POLIPHONIC NOVEL AS A LITERARY WORK

Saparova Mohigul Ramazonovna, teacher
Bukhara State University Uzbekistan, Bukhara

Abstract: In this article highlights a polyphonic novel as a literary work that contains
numerous unique voices, views, and tales. Several researchers have investigated polyphonic
novels. Mikhail Bakhtin, Gerard Genette, and Patricia Waugh are among the most well-
known scholars. These researchers have all investigated the use of several voices,
viewpoints, and storylines in polyphonic novels and how it impacts the reader's
comprehension of the book.
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A novel is a long work of fiction that tells a story and typically has a complex plot,
well-developed characters, and themes that explore the human experience. Novels can be
written in a variety of genres, such as:

Mystery: Novels that focus on solving a crime or mystery, often featuring a detective
or amateur sleuth as the protagonist.

Romance: Novels that center around romantic relationships and love stories.

Science fiction: Novels that explore speculative or futuristic concepts, often set in
outer space or featuring advanced technology.

Fantasy: Novels set in imaginary worlds with magical or supernatural elements, often
featuring mythical creatures or epic quests.

Historical fiction: Novels that are set in a specific time period in history, often
featuring real-life historical events or figures.

Thriller: Novels that are fast-paced and suspenseful, often involving danger, intrigue,
and high stakes.

Young adult: Novels targeted towards younger readers, typically featuring teenage
protagonists and themes relevant to that age group.

Literary fiction: Novels that are characterized by their focus on character development,
style, and thematic depth, often seen as more serious or profound works of literature.

The emergence of the polyphonic novel can be traced back to literary movements such
as Modernism and Postmodernism, which sought to challenge traditional narrative
structures and explore innovative ways of storytelling. Authors like William Faulkner,
Virginia Woolf, and James Joyce experimented with multiple perspectives and voices in
their works, paving the way for the development of the polyphonic novel.

A polyphonic novel is a literary work that incorporates multiple, distinct voices,
perspectives, and narratives. This narrative technique allows for a rich and complex
storytelling experience, as the reader is presented with a variety of viewpoints and
interpretations of events. The term "polyphony" comes from music theory, where it refers to
the harmonious interplay of multiple independent melodies. Similarly, in a polyphonic
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novel, different characters or narrators may have their own unique voices, stories, and
motives that blend together to create a multifaceted and nuanced narrative.

There have been several researchers who have studied polyphonic novels. Some
notable scholars include Mikhail Bakhtin, Gerard Genette, and Patricia Waugh. These
researchers have all examined the use of multiple voices, perspectives, and narratives in
polyphonic novels and how it affects the reader's understanding of the text.

According to Bakhtin, Dostoevsky was the creator of the polyphonic novel, and it was
a fundamentally new genre that could not be analysed according to preconceived
frameworks and schema that might be useful for other manifestations of the European
novel. Dostoevsky does not describe characters and contrive plot within the context of a
unified, author-imposed reality: rather his function as author is to illuminate the self-
consciousness of the characters so that each participates on their own terms, in their own
voice, according to their own ideas about themselves and the world. The author's worldview
is not absent, but this worldview does not define, limit or qualify the other voices, and hence
cannot directly control how events will unfold. It is present only as another participant in
"the great dialogue", with no more capacity for direct signification than any other voice.
Bakhtin calls this multi-voiced, dialogic reality "polyphony".*®

In a polyphonic novel, the narrative is often fragmented and non-linear, with different
characters or narrative voices offering their own perspectives on the story. This can provide
a more nuanced and layered understanding of the characters and their motivations, as well
as the larger social or political context of the novel.

Polyphonic novels can challenge traditional notions of authorship and authority, as the
voices of the characters are given equal weight in shaping the narrative. This can create a
sense of ambiguity and uncertainty for the reader, as different perspectives may conflict or
offer contrasting interpretations of events.

In conclusion, polyphonic novels offer a compelling and immersive reading
experience that challenges traditional narrative structures and encourages readers to engage
with a multiplicity of voices, perspectives, and truths. By incorporating diverse viewpoints
and narratives, polyphonic novels provide a rich and complex portrayal of the human
experience, reflecting the multifaceted nature of reality and the intricacies of interpersonal
relationships.

Overall, polyphonic novels exemplify the dynamic and ever-evolving nature of
literature, demonstrating the power of storytelling to capture the complexities of human
existence. As readers navigate the intersecting voices and narratives within a polyphonic
novel, they are not only entertained but also challenged to explore the depths of character,
relationships, and society. Polyphonic novels stand as a testament to the depth and breadth
of human storytelling and invite readers to engage with narratives that are as diverse and
intricate as the world itself.

1. Bakhtin, Mikhail Problems of Dostoevsky's Poetics. University of Minnesota Press. 1984. p. 176
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