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The covid-19 pandemic has brought about a flurry of new neologisms that reflect the
unique challenges and experiences of this crisis. from "social distancing" to "'maskne" and
'zoom fatigue," these newly coined words and phrases have become ubiquitous in our daily
lives.

One of the key functions of neologisms is to fill lexical gaps in language, providing a
concise and memorable way to express a concept or experience that previously lacked a
specific term. for example, the term 'doomscrolling’ captures the phenomenon of endlessly
scrolling through negative news and social media feeds, while "quarantini’ refers to a cocktail
made at home during quarantine.

At the same time, neologisms can also reflect broader cultural and social trends. for
instance, the term "coronacation’ highlights the impact of covid-19 on education and travel,
while "covexit' reflects the ongoing debates around reopening businesses and lifting
restrictions.

In addition to reflecting cultural trends, neologisms can also shape our understanding
and response to the crisis. for example, the term "essential worker" highlights the critical role
of frontline workers in maintaining essential services during the pandemic, while "infodemic'
underscores the importance of accurate information in mitigating the spread of covid-19.
overall, the emergence and evolution of neologisms during the covid-19 pandemic provide
valuable insights into the ways that language both reflects and shapes our experiences of this
unprecedented situation. as we continue to navigate this crisis, it is likely that new
neologisms will continue to emerge, reflecting the ongoing challenges and complexities of
the pandemic.
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