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 A madrasa was an educational institution that fulfilled the role of a 

secondary school and a Muslim religious seminary. Education in madrasahs 

was separate and free of charge. In the middle Ages, madrasas taught Koranic 

interpretation, history, Arabic language and literature, Islamic law, 

mathematics, astronomy and medicine. 

The architecture of madrasahs was typical and developed in the X-XII 

centuries: a magnificent entrance portal, an inner courtyard with a garden and 

living rooms on the perimeter for teachers and students (hujra), a mosque, a 

library, classrooms and outbuildings. 
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Abdulla Boltaev's notebook lists 64 madrasahs built on the territory of the 

Khiva khanate. He writes that among these madrassahs 18 madrassahs were 

destroyed, the composition of hujriyas of destroyed madrassahs is 1229 

hujriyas.  

Vakuf lands of these madrassahs were 244104 tanob. Abdulla Baltaev 

writes that he made the list of these madrasahs in 1922 by copying it from an 

archive notebook. And he writes that at that time many of the madrasahs were 

used by the government as warehouses, bakeries, etc.  

A madrasa is a Muslim educational institution that fulfils the role of a 

secondary school and a Muslim religious seminary. 

In 1968, the madrassahs of Old Khiva became part of the reserve city. In 

1990, the madrasahs built inside the Ichan-Kala citadel were included in the 

list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites (No. 543) [1]. 

There are 120 large madrasas in Khorezm, Turkmenistan and 

Karakalpakstan. Of these, there are 64 madrassas in Khiva city, 56 madrassas 

in Khorezm, Turkmenistan, Karakalpakstan. The total number of madrassas in 

Khorezm was 1363, and the number of schools in each mosque was 1363, each 

school had from 5 to 50 children. When these 50 children were studying, there 

were no more than one or two schools in each city, so it is difficult to write an 

exact calculation. 
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The following amount of land allocated for mosques, madrasas and 

madrasahs is one hectare for every two and a half tanob of land along with the 

calculation of tanab. 

The amount of cultivated and unutilised land of Shur Waqf land is 122855 

tanabs and the amount of uncultivated and unutilised land - Shur Waqf land is 

161471 tanabs. In aggregate, the total amount of waqf lands is 284326 tanabs 

[2]. 

Komiljon Khudaiberganov in his book devoted to architectural 

constructions of the city about madrasah Islam Khoja writes that madrasah 

and minaret were built by Vaziri Akbar Islam Khoja in 1908-1910. The 

madrasah was built by master Khudojbergan Khoji, and the tile decoration of 

the madrasah and minaret was done by the son of Eshmuhammad Khudojberdi, 

the son of Bolt Weiss and the sons of Muhammad Rahim Muhammad Amin 

from the Madiri village of Khanka. The madrasa consists of 42 rooms and has 

100 students. Its facade is two-storeyed and the tall madrassa of Perloki Huj 

looks majestic. His estate allocated 14,451 tanab (5,780 hectares) of land for 

Madrasa Islam Khuja [3].  

"Madrasah Madaminkhan (Khiva pronunciation of the name Muhammad 

Aminkhan)," writes A. Wambery, "was built in the form of a caravan palace, 

and the tower next to it was left unfinished because of the death of the khan. 

The 130 rooms of the madrasah were designed for 260 students" [4]. 

"Muhammadamin Khan was the best of the khans of Urganj and the hope 

and support of the people of Bayt. He was able to rebuild the city, reformed the 

property and by his policies made the country prosperous. Several minarets, 

mosques and beautiful madrasas were built" [5]. 

Abdulla Baltaev in his handwritten notebook number 18 writes: "Out of 64 

madrasas in Khiva city, 158 ohuns, 76 imams, 65 muazzins, 1338 students, 58 

cleaners, 52 hairdressers, 38 watermen, 13 well workers teach in 58 madrasas. 

There are 58 madrasas in the city of Khiva, and the amount of grain coming 

from the waqf lands is 114,987 batman of grain, each batman being 20 

kilograms. The amount of money the foundation receives from uncultivated 

land as desert money is 19,817 gold coins. Each gold coin is equal to one soum 

and 80 tiyin. The above income in the form of grain and coins is received by 

readers, imams, muazzins, students, cleaners, barbers and watermen. Three 

pieces were distributed to well workers. A'lo-100 per cent, usot-50 per cent, 

adno25 per cent.  
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The founding documents recorded by the branch of the fund for the 

administration of education of the Khorezm Republic on 3 August 1928 are now 

kept in the Khiva Museum" [6].   

A.Baltaev writes that when he went to Tashkent on 22 June 1950, he 

transcribed these data from the archives. Every year mutawalli collected the 

below-mentioned gifts from the vakuf lands and brought them to the Khiva 

madrasas. 
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