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IKKINCHI TILDA MULOQOT INTONATSIYASI: NAZARIYA VA 

TADQIQOTDAN AMALIYOTGA QADAR 

 

Usmanova Yulduz Isroil qizi 

Namangan davlat unversiteti lingivistika yo’nalishi 

 

Аnnоtаtsiyа: Ushbu maqola ikkinchi tilni o'rganishda muloqot intonatsiyasining ahamiyatini, 

nazariy tuzilmalar evolyutsiyasini, tadqiqot bosqichlarini ajratib chiqib, til o'qituvchilari uchun amaliy 

ilovalarni ko’rsatib tahlil qiladi. 
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DISCOURSE INTONATION IN L2: FROM THEORY AND RESEARCH TO 

PRACTICE 

 

Аnnоtаtiоn: This article comprehensively analyzes the importance of discourse intonation in 

second language acquisition, tracing the evolution of theoretical frameworks, delineating research 

milestones, and showcasing practical applications for language educators. 
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ДИСКУРС ИНТОНАЦИЯ В L2: ОТ ТЕОРИИ И ИССЛЕДОВАНИЙ К ПРАКТИКЕ 

 

Аннотация: Этот статья всесторонне анализирует важность интонации 

дискурса в усвоении второго языка, прослеживая эволюцию теоретических 

концепций, выделяя вехи исследований и демонстрируя практические применения 

для преподавателей языка. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Discourse intonation, a crucial element in language communication, assumes 

particular significance in the realm of second language (L2) acquisition. As individuals 

embark on the journey of acquiring a second language, the nuanced exploration of discourse 

intonation becomes an intriguing and multifaceted endeavor that encompasses theoretical 

frameworks, research findings, and practical applications. 

The evolution of discourse intonation in L2 acquisition is marked by significant 

milestones in the development of key theories. One such pivotal theory is the Intonation 

Unit (IU) framework, which posits that intonation patterns function as structural markers 
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in spoken discourse. This framework underscores the importance of prosody in conveying 

meaning and facilitating comprehension. Over time, this theory has paved the way for a 

more nuanced understanding of how L2 learners navigate the intricacies of intonation to 

convey their intended messages effectively.14 

Building upon the IU framework, researchers have conducted noteworthy studies to 

unravel the intricacies of discourse intonation in L2 acquisition. These studies delve into 

the challenges faced by learners, examining how they negotiate the subtle nuances of 

intonation patterns specific to the target language. Research findings shed light on the 

impact of L1 transfer, individual learner differences, and the role of explicit instruction in 

shaping L2 discourse intonation competence. Such investigations contribute to a deeper 

comprehension of the interplay between L1 and L2 intonation patterns, offering valuable 

insights for educators and learners alike. 

Practical applications of discourse intonation in L2 acquisition extend to the 

classroom setting, where educators play a pivotal role in facilitating effective language 

learning. Understanding the theoretical underpinnings and research findings enables 

educators to design targeted instructional interventions that address the specific challenges 

posed by discourse intonation. Incorporating activities that focus on mimicking authentic 

intonation patterns, engaging in communicative tasks, and providing constructive feedback 

can enhance learners' ability to grasp and reproduce discourse intonation in the target 

language. 

Furthermore, the use of technology, such as speech recognition software, can offer 

learners personalized feedback on their intonation patterns, fostering a more interactive 

and adaptive learning environment. Integrating real-life examples and multimedia resources 

into language instruction provides learners with exposure to diverse intonation patterns, 

aiding in their ability to comprehend and produce nuanced speech. 

Theoretical Frameworks 

Later, Janet Pierrehumbert's influential theory on 'Tone Units' added depth to our 

understanding of intonation in discourse. Pierrehumbert's work extended the discourse 

perspective by emphasizing the idea that intonation is not solely about pitch changes but 

involves the organization of speech into meaningful units. Tone Units, according to her 

theory, represent chunks of speech that are produced with a single intonation contour, 

providing a valuable framework for analyzing how speakers structure their utterances. 

Theoretical frameworks have continued to evolve, integrating various linguistic 

elements into the analysis of L2 discourse intonation. Pitch contours, stress patterns, and 

rhythm have become integral components in understanding the nuances of how speakers 

convey meaning through intonation. The ToBI (Tones and Break Indices) system, a more 

recent theoretical development, offers a systematic way to represent and analyze intonation 

patterns across different languages. Developed to be language-independent, ToBI provides a 

standardized set of symbols and labels for annotating pitch accents, phrase boundaries, and 

other prosodic features in spoken discourse.15 

                                                           
14 Brazil, D. (1985). The communicative value of intonation in English. Cambridge University Press. 
15 Pierrehumbert, J. (1980). The phonology and phonetics of English intonation. MIT Press. 
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ToBI's approach reflects a broader recognition in the field that a comprehensive 

understanding of discourse intonation requires the consideration of various linguistic 

elements working in harmony. This shift in focus allows for a more nuanced analysis of how 

L2 learners navigate the complexities of intonation patterns in their target language. By 

incorporating stress patterns, rhythm, and pitch contours into theoretical frameworks, 

researchers gain a more holistic view of how intonation contributes to the overall 

communicative effectiveness of spoken language. 

Research Milestones: 

Research on L2 discourse intonation has witnessed significant expansion since the 

inception of initial theories, marking several milestones that shed light on the challenges 

and nuances of acquiring intonation patterns in a second language. One landmark study 

that significantly contributed to the field was conducted by Anne Wichmann and Sandra 

Klee, whose research in 2006 delved into the intonation patterns of English learners 

acquiring German. This study played a crucial role in highlighting the complexities and 

difficulties that learners encounter when transferring intonation patterns from their native 

language to the L2. By investigating the specific challenges faced by learners in this context, 

Wichmann and Klee's work provided valuable insights into the intricacies of L2 discourse 

intonation. 

In more recent years, researchers like Maria del Mar Vanrell and Pilar Prieto have 

made notable contributions by focusing on the role of intonation in the pragmatic 

interpretation of L2 speech acts. Their studies delve into how intonation influences the 

perception of politeness, assertiveness, and other pragmatic aspects in L2 communication. 

By exploring the intersection of intonation and pragmatics, these researchers have 

expanded our understanding of how learners navigate not only the linguistic but also the 

social and contextual dimensions of discourse intonation in their second language. 

These studies have opened up new avenues for research, emphasizing the need to 

consider the broader communicative context in which intonation functions. Understanding 

how intonation contributes to the pragmatic interpretation of speech acts adds a layer of 

complexity to the study of L2 discourse intonation. It underscores the importance of not 

only mastering intonation patterns in isolation but also using them effectively in various 

communicative situations. 

The evolving landscape of research in L2 discourse intonation reflects a growing 

awareness of the multifaceted nature of language acquisition. By investigating the 

challenges posed by intonation transfer and delving into the pragmatic dimensions of L2 

intonation, researchers contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of how learners 

develop proficiency in this crucial aspect of spoken language. These research milestones not 

only inform theoretical frameworks but also have practical implications for language 

educators seeking to enhance their instructional strategies in L2 intonation. As research in 

this field continues to advance, it promises to offer further insights into the intricacies of 

acquiring and mastering discourse intonation in a second language. 

Practical Applications: 

Understanding discourse intonation is pivotal for language learners aspiring to attain 

native-like proficiency, and practical applications play a key role in facilitating the 
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acquisition of this essential skill. Implementing effective strategies in language curricula, 

leveraging technology for real-time feedback, and creating communicative activities that 

emphasize the pragmatic use of intonation are instrumental in enhancing learners' 

proficiency in this area.16 

One practical application involves integrating intonation training into language 

curricula. Language educators can design targeted lessons that focus on teaching learners 

the nuances of intonation patterns specific to the target language. Incorporating authentic 

audio materials, such as recordings of native speakers engaged in conversations, allows 

learners to immerse themselves in real-world intonation scenarios. By integrating 

intonation instruction into the overall language learning process, educators provide 

learners with the tools to effectively convey meaning through intonation. 

Technology serves as a valuable resource in the practical application of discourse 

intonation. Language learning apps, such as LinguaProsody, have embraced interactive 

exercises to help learners practice and internalize intonation patterns. These apps often 

provide immediate feedback, allowing learners to refine their intonation skills in real-time. 

Additionally, speech recognition software can be utilized to analyze and evaluate learners' 

intonation, offering personalized feedback to guide improvement. 

Moreover, language exchange programs provide an authentic and interactive platform 

for learners to engage with native speakers. Communication in a real-world context allows 

learners to observe and practice intonation patterns naturally. Conversing with native 

speakers not only enhances linguistic skills but also provides invaluable exposure to the 

diverse ways intonation is used in different social and cultural contexts. 

In the classroom setting, educators can design communicative activities that 

emphasize the pragmatic use of intonation. Role-playing scenarios, debates, and group 

discussions enable learners to apply intonation patterns in context, reinforcing their 

understanding of how intonation contributes to effective communication. Providing 

constructive feedback during these activities helps learners refine their intonation skills in 

a supportive environment. 

Conclusion 

In the evolving landscape of discourse intonation in second language acquisition, the 

journey from theoretical frameworks to empirical research and practical applications 

underscores the interconnectedness of these facets. The IU theory's inception by David 

Brazil, the enrichment brought by Janet Pierrehumbert's 'Tone Units,' and the systematic 

approach of the ToBI system have collectively paved the way for a nuanced understanding 

of L2 intonation. 

Research milestones, exemplified by studies from Wichmann and Klee to Vanrell and 

Prieto, have delved into the challenges, individual differences, and pragmatic dimensions of 

intonation acquisition. The synthesis of theory and research lays the groundwork for 

practical applications, enabling language learners to navigate the complexities of intonation 

with targeted training and authentic engagement. 

                                                           
16 Beckman, M. E., & Hirschberg, J. (1994). The ToBI Annotation Conventions. Ohio State University. 
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As discourse intonation continues to be a focal point in the ever-expanding landscape 

of language acquisition, this comprehensive exploration serves as a guide for educators, 

researchers, and learners alike. By bridging theory, research, and practice, we can 

collectively elevate the understanding and application of discourse intonation in the 

dynamic tapestry of second language communication. 
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