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Today, in a number of developed countries, the methods that form the basis of
great experience in the use of modern pedagogical technologies that guarantee the
effectiveness of the educational process are called interactive methods. Interactive
educational methods are currently the most common and widely used methods in
all types of educational institutions. In practice, it is possible to select the ones that
are suitable for specific purposes and use them accordingly.

In the educational process, the use of innovative technologies and interactive
methods to increase the efficiency of the lesson, to strengthen the knowledge of
students, and to increase the interest of students in the lesson is becoming more
and more widespread. Interactive methods, like other methods, help to organize
teacher-student cooperation as a component of educational training. In other
words, it serves for the full implementation of the technological process. The main
feature of interactive methods is to activate students and create conditions for the
development of thinking. In the educational process, the use of innovative
technologies and interactive methods to increase the efficiency of the lesson, to
strengthen the knowledge of students, and to increase the interest of students in
the lesson is becoming more and more widespread.

The concept of cooperative learning (cooperation in small groups) was first
developed by the American scientist Spencer Kagan in the mid-1980s, and is now
widely used in schools and universities around the world.

Cooperative learning (in small groups) has a unique structure and is based on
the joint actions and activities of the participants. Finding solutions to problems
through cooperative learning (working in small groups) is effective because the
individual responsibility of each group member increases. Within the framework of
cooperative learning, group members work to achieve a target result and an
effective (maximum) result is achieved.

In this method, students do not simply join small groups, but form a strictly
interrelated "structure”.

The structure of Cooperative Learning (in small groups) can be defined as

follows:
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» Positive Interdependence (Performs independently, achieves a positive
result)

* Individual Accountability (Everyone is responsible)

» Equal Participation

» Simultaneous Interaction

Features of the model:

- strictly interrelated "structure”;

- group and individual responsibility;

- influencing each other (face to face);

- improvement of students' skills in small groups;

- group activity.

Several technologies of the "Cooperative learning” model are used. When
these technologies are used, students work in pairs or in groups of 4-5 people.

Cooperative Learning (cooperation in small groups) teaching method can be
implemented in the following stages:

Step 1. Each member of the small group assigns a number from 1 to 5.

Step 2. A problem or question is posted

Step 3. Each small group participant discusses the possible options together
and makes sure that each of them can say the solution to the problem or the
answer to the question.

Step 4. From each small group, one of the participants numbered from 1 to 5
Is invited to the board (for example, those with number 3)

Step 5. Participant number 3 writes on the board the solution to the problem or
the answer to the question on behalf of the group.

Step 6. Each group member in number 3, after writing down the selected
alternatives, shows them to the class at the same time. The teacher checks the
correctness of the answers.

Step 7. If there is more time, you can ask additional questions.

It seems that the Cooperative Learning (cooperative in small groups) method
of teaching serves to increase the effectiveness of lessons and the student's ability
to think creatively, to increase responsibility and activity in working in a cooperative
team. Acquaintance with new researches in the field of pedagogical technologies,
knowledge and ability to use active methods of teaching are among the main
requirements of the time for every pedagogue.
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